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Embrace the winter magic of the Great America West with a route that highlights the best of Idaho and
Wyoming. Start in Cheyenne, Wyoming, with fat-tire biking, cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing at
Happy Jack Recreation Area, then soak in the steam of natural hot springs in Thermopolis. Continue your
Wyoming journey in Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks to witness geysers erupting in crystalline
air and herds of bison trekking through snow-covered valleys. Cross into Idaho, where Island Park, Sun
Valley and Ketchum offer bucket-list skiing, all-day snowmobiling adventures and the quintessentially
Western winter sport of skijoring. Along with traditional winter activities, Idaho boasts some unique
treats - dining under the stars at the Sawtooth Botanical Gardens, snow sculptures at the McCall Winter
Carnival and up-close wildlife viewing on an elk sleigh ride. Whether you choose to brave the cold or cozy
up indoors, this Western winter adventure will leave your heart warm.

Routing Overview

Total Trip*: 14 days/14 overnights | 2,650 km/1,650 miles

Arrival: Denver International Airport (DEN)
Day 1: Wyoming (Cheyenne)
Day 2: Wyoming (Thermopolis)

Days 3 & 4: Wyoming (Jackson / Grand Teton
National Park)

Days 5 & 6: Wyoming (Yellowstone National Park)
Day 7: Wyoming (Jackson)

Day 8: Idaho (Island Park)

Day 9: Idaho (Sun Valley / Ketchum)

Day 10: Idaho (Stanley / Ketchum)

Day 11: Idaho (Brundage / McCall)

Day 12: Idaho (Tamarack / McCall)

Day 13: Idaho (Boise)

Day 14: Idaho (Lava Hot Springs)

Departure: Salt Lake City International Airport
(SLC)

*Drive times and distances are approximate from overnight location to overnight location
and do not include daily excursions. Estimates are meant for inspiration only.

Images provided by: Visit Idaho, Hot Springs Travel & Tourism, Jackson Hole Tourism and Tax Board, and Wyoming Office of Tourism
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Day 1: Wyoming (Cheyenne)

Build your day from the following activities: "L
+ Take a self-guided tour of Wyoming's Rt
State Capitol.

« Visit the Wyoming State Museum and
Cheyenne Depot Museum.

« Take aride on the Cheyenne Street
Railway Trolley.

+ Enjoy ice fishing, cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing at Curt Gowdy State Park.

+ Go fat-tire biking, cross-country skiing
and snowshoeing at Happy Jack
Recreation Area & Pole Mountain Open
Space.

+ Enjoy a scenic train ride through roaming
bison, complete with hands-on feeding, at
the Terry Bison Ranch.

Overnight: Cheyenne

Distance: 0 km/0 miles, no driving time

Day 2: Wyoming (Thermopolis)

Build your day from the following activities:
« Soak in a natural hot spring, view bison
up close, or stroll the boardwalks at Hot
Springs State Park.

« Tour the Wyoming Dinosaur Center.

+ Tour the Hot Springs County Museum &
Cultural Center, where you can sit at the
original bar once visited by outlaws from
the Hole-in-the-Wall Gang, including the
infamous Butch Cassidy.

+ Take a scenic drive along the Wind River
Canyon Scenic Byway.

« Warm up at One-Eyed Buffalo Brewing
Company.

Distance: 500 km/310 miles, 4.5 hours driving
time

Overnight: Thermopolis
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https://travelwyoming.com/places-to-go/destinations/national-historic-sites-recreation-areas/wyoming-state-capitol/
https://travelwyoming.com/places-to-go/destinations/national-historic-sites-recreation-areas/wyoming-state-capitol/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/wyoming-state-museum/1473/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/cheyenne-depot-museum/274/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/cheyenne-railway-trolley-tours/2085/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/cheyenne-railway-trolley-tours/2085/
https://www.cheyenne.org/listing/curt-gowdy-state-park/1547/
https://www.cheyenne.org/outdoors/winter-activities/cross-country-skiing-snowshoeing/
https://www.cheyenne.org/outdoors/winter-activities/cross-country-skiing-snowshoeing/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/curt-gowdy-state-park/2351/
https://www.cheyenne.org/outdoors/winter-activities/cross-country-skiing-snowshoeing/
https://www.cheyenne.org/outdoors/winter-activities/cross-country-skiing-snowshoeing/
https://www.cheyenne.org/listing/happy-jack-recreation-area-%26-pole-mountain-open-space/2149/
https://www.cheyenne.org/listing/happy-jack-recreation-area-%26-pole-mountain-open-space/2149/
https://www.cheyenne.org/listing/happy-jack-recreation-area-%26-pole-mountain-open-space/2149/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/terry-bison-ranch-resort/1248/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/hot-springs-state-park-bath-house/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/hot-springs-state-park/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/hot-springs-state-park/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/the-wyoming-dinosaur-center/5/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/hot-springs-county-museum-and-cultural-center/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/hot-springs-county-museum-and-cultural-center/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/wind-river-canyon-scenic-byway/1381/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/wind-river-canyon-scenic-byway/1381/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/one-eyed-buffalo-brewing/
https://thermopolis.com/attractions/one-eyed-buffalo-brewing/

Days 3 & 4: Wyoming (Jackson / Grand Teton National Park)

Build your day from the following activities:
« Go cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and
snowmobiling in Grand Teton National
Park.

+ Take a sleigh ride at the National Elk
Refuge, home to thousands of elk in the
winter.

+ Explore the area by dog sled. Tours offer
rides to open meadows near Jackson Hole
Mountain Resort, Granite Hot Springs and
the Gros Ventre Mountains, or a trip to the
top of Togwotee Pass with Teton views.

+ Soak in a natural hot spring at Astoria Hot
Springs and Park.

+ Enjoy winter wildlife tours, where you
can spot moose, bison, elk, bald eagles,
trumpeter swans and maybe even wolves.

- lce skate at the Village Rink on the
Commons.

Distance: 330 km/205 miles, 3.5 hours driving

Overnight: Jackson or Grand Teton National
Park

Build your day from the following activities:

+ lce skate in the park at Old Faithful Snow
Lodge or Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel.

+ Experience Yellowstone's backcountry in
the winter with snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing.

+ Enjoy one of the many winter tours
Yellowstone has to offer.

« Learn about wolves in Yellowstone with
the Winter Wolf Discovery Package.

+ Take a winter walk on the boardwalks
of Yellowstone. Winter offers a unique
opportunity to see thermal features,
wildlife and dramatic snow-covered
landscapes.

Distance: 215 km/135 miles, 2.5 hours driving

Overnight: Yellowstone National Park
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https://www.nps.gov/grte/planyourvisit/skiing-and-snowshoeing.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/planyourvisit/snowmobiling.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm
https://www.nersleighrides.com/
https://www.nersleighrides.com/
https://visitjacksonhole.com/activities/dog-sledding
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/jackson-hole-mountain-resort/586/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/jackson-hole-mountain-resort/586/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r04/bridger-teton/recreation/granite-hot-springs-pool
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r04/bridger-teton/recreation/gros-ventre-wilderness
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r04/bridger-teton/recreation/togwotee-pass-area
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/astoria-park-conservancy/2552/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/astoria-park-conservancy/2552/
https://visitjacksonhole.com/why-you-should-hire-a-wildlife-guide-in-jackson-hole
https://www.jacksonhole.com/teton-village-skating-rink
https://www.jacksonhole.com/teton-village-skating-rink
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodgings/cabin/old-faithful-snow-lodge-cabins-summer/?utm_source=google-gbp&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodgings/cabin/old-faithful-snow-lodge-cabins-summer/?utm_source=google-gbp&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodgings/cabin/mammoth-hot-springs-hotel-cabins/?utm_source=google-gbp&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=gbp
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/skiing-and-snowshoeing.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/skiing-and-snowshoeing.htm
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/adventures/winter-adventures/
https://www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/special-offer/winter-wolf-discovery-package/

Day 7: Wyoming (Jackson)

Build your day from the following activities:
+ Warm up at Piste Mountain Bistro at
the top of the Bridger Gondola or at the
Million Dollar Cowboy Bar.

+ Hit the slopes at Jackson Hole Mountain
Resort, Snow King Resort or Grand

Targhee Resort.

« Visit Snow King Mountain Resort to enjoy
the only mountaintop observatory and
planetarium in the United States, snow
tubing, scenic gondola rides, skiing and
snowboarding, and the winter mountain
roller-coaster.

« Tour the National Museum of Wildlife Art.

+ Experience an exciting skiing adventure by
air or land with a heli skiing or cat skiing
tour.

Distance: 80 km/50 miles, 1 hour driving time

Overnight: Jackson

Day 8: Idaho (Island Park)

Build your day from the following activities:
« Ski at Grand Targhee or Kelly Canyon.

+ Snowmobile into Mesa Falls to view
a frozen waterfall (*this is an all-day
experience).

+ Nordic ski or snowshoe through Harriman
State Park.

- Enjoy watching skijoring in Teton Valley if
visiting in February.

Distance: 180 km/110 miles, 2.5 hours driving
time

Overnight: Island Park or Idaho Falls
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https://www.jacksonhole.com/dining/piste-mountain-bistro
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/million-dollar-cowboy-bar/1751/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/jackson-hole-mountain-resort/586/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/jackson-hole-mountain-resort/586/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/snow-king-mountain-resort-llc/1558/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/grand-targhee-resort/460/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/grand-targhee-resort/460/
https://snowkingmountain.com/
https://snowkingmountain.com/mountain/snow-king-observatory/
https://snowkingmountain.com/mountain/snow-king-observatory/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/king-tubes/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/king-tubes/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/scenic-gondola-ride/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/skiing-snowboarding/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/skiing-snowboarding/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/cowboy-coaster/
https://snowkingmountain.com/activities/cowboy-coaster/
https://travelwyoming.com/listing/national-museum-of-wildlife-art/817/
https://www.jacksonhole.com/things-to-do/heli-skiing
https://www.jacksonhole.com/things-to-do/heli-skiing
https://www.grandtarghee.com/
https://www.kellycanyonresort.com/
https://www.tetonvalleyadventures.com/
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/park-activity/snowshoeing/
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/park-activity/snowshoeing/
https://tetonskijor.org/

Day 9: Idaho (Sun Valley / Ketchum)

Build your day from the following activities:
+ Ski Sun Valley (Bald Mountain and Dollar
Mountain).

+ Go backcountry skiing on a CAT or TRAX
at Soldier Mountain.

+ |ce skate at Sun Valley's outdoor ice rink.

+ Take a horse-drawn sleigh to dinner in a
cozy log cabin at Trail Creek Cabin.

+ Enjoy watching skijoring in Hailey (if
visiting in February).

Distance: 370 km/230 miles, 4 hours driving
time

Overnight: Ketchum or Sun Valley Resort

L Bunlalley.

TRy A
; B el 4

Day 10: Idaho (Stanley / Ketchum)

Build your day from the following activities:
+ Nordic ski or snowshoe at Galena Lodge
overlooking the Sawtooth Mountains.
« Snowmobile into Redfish Lake.

+ Soak in a hot spring by the river at
Mountain Village Resort or Sunbeam Hot
Springs.

+ During a new moon, have dinner under
the stars at a Dark Sky Dinner at the
Sawtooth Botanical Gardens.

Distance: 8 km/5 miles, 10 minutes driving . e,
time T —— 4?-‘:»‘1 s S e

Overnight: Ketchum or Sun Valley Resort
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https://www.sunvalley.com/?season=winter
https://soldiermountain.com/backcountryskiing/
https://www.sunvalley.com/things-to-do/ice-skating/
https://www.sunvalley.com/dining/trail-creek-cabin/?season=winter
https://www.facebook.com/WRESJA/
https://www.galenalodge.com/ski-snowshoe.html
https://www.sawtoothtraxx.com/snowmobile-rentals
https://www.mountainvillage.com/hot-springs/
https://www.sbgarden.org/

Day 11: Idaho (Brundage / McCall)

Build your day from the following activities:

Ski Brundage (there are options for
traditional skiing as well as backcountry
skiing via a sno-cat) .

Go sledding at the Activity Barn.

Snowshoe into the cozy Blue Moon Yurt
for dinner at Jug Mountain Ranch.

Enjoy snow sculptures at the McCall
Winter Carnival (if visiting in January).

Distance: 355 km/202 miles, 4.5 hours driving

time

Overnight: McCall

Day 12: Idaho (Tamarack / McCall)

Build your day from the following activities:

Ski Tamarack, located in Donnelly.
Ice fish on the frozen Lake Cascade.
See wildlife up close on an elk sleigh ride.

Nordic ski or snowshoe among the
towering trees of Ponderosa State Park.

Snowmobile into secluded hot springs at
Burgdorf (an all-day experience) or soak in
Gold Fork Hot Springs.

Distance: 0 km/0 miles, no driving time

Overnight: McCall
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https://brundage.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23230411895&gbraid=0AAAAAqjWiJhM-58xTHGruI184lXbt2T1D&gclid=CjwKCAiAw9vIBhBBEiwAraSAToUF-Uzed0viZIyTU2eJ3rcEj_ILPOy3jostRwgW3Vn-Qqdb5JDKDxoCQ0IQAvD_BwE
https://brundage.com/snow-tubing-mccall/
https://bluemoonyurt.com/
https://visitmccall.org/events/winter-carnival/
https://visitmccall.org/events/winter-carnival/
https://tamarackidaho.com/
https://tamarackidaho.com/activities/guided-ice-fishing
https://www.hfpsleighrides.com/the_sleigh_rides.html
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/park-activity/snowshoeing/
https://brundage.com/snowmobile/
http://www.goldforkhotsprings.com/

Day 13: Idaho (Boise)

Build your day from the following activities:

« Ice skate on the Ice Ribbon at Indian Creek
Plaza in Nampa.

+ Enjoy a wine tour at Sunnyslope in
Caldwell or in downtown Boise.

+ Try night skiing, sledding or the Mountain
Coaster at Bogus Basin.

Distance: 175 km/108 miles, 2.5 hours driving
time

Overnight: Boise

Day 14: Idaho (Lava Hot Springs)

Build your day from the following activities:
+ Ski Pebble Creek.

+ Snowshoe through the Silent City of City
of Rocks National Reserve and Castle
Rocks State Park.

« Soak in Lava Hot Springs’ hot pools.

+ Enjoy the Fire and Ice Festival if you are
visiting in February.

Distance: 435 km/270 miles, 4 hours driving
time

Overnight: Lava Hot Springs
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https://www.indiancreekplaza.com/ice-skating
https://www.indiancreekplaza.com/ice-skating
https://sunnyslopewinetrail.com/
https://bogusbasin.org/
https://pebblecreekskiarea.com/
https://www.nps.gov/ciro/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ciro/index.htm
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/park-activity/snowshoeing/
https://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/park-activity/snowshoeing/
https://lavahotsprings.com/
https://lavahotsprings.org/event/fire-ice/
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